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Abstract

Thailand national strategic plan on antimicrobial resistance 2017-2021 is the first AMR policy
of the country. It has one health approach with the concept of “triangle that move the mountain”
through the balance of knowledge generation and management, social movement and political will.
The studies on antimicrobial resistance policy emphasized on policy contents rather than actors’ roles
and policy process. Acknowledgement of civil society roles in policy advocacy may facilitate engagement
of civil society in policy process both financially and technically. This article aimed to elaborate roles
of civil society by using case study of Drug System Monitoring and Development Center (DMDC.)
involved in the process of policy formation and implementation. The study included three parts: collation
and explanation of activities performed by DMDC and civil society network, analysis of strengths and
weaknesses, and proposal for improvement. We found that civil society played significance roles
in antimicrobial resistance policy processes. These include networking, testing of antibiotic residue
in meat, campaigning, training, and public communication. Strengths consist of commitment, flexibility,
and community focus. Weaknesses involved lack of financial support, non-continuity, lack of enough
technical knowledge in some groups, as well as less access to data and information. Thai Health has
significance role in encouraging engagement and empowerment of civil society. Government should

consider continuous support civil society roles in policy process in term of financial and technical.
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